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BAH, HUMBUG!
Scrooge’s Christmas Carol

Based on the classic Dickens tale “A Christmas Carol”

Book adapted by REBECCA RYLAND
Music and lyrics by BILL FRANCOEUR
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CAST OF CHARACTERS
# of lines
EBENEZER SCROOGE .......... as mean and miserly as ever 155
FRAN....ooiiiiiiiiiieceecenee, his niece 34
BETH CRATCHIT ....cecevvvnenenn. his employee 52
TINY TIM .o, Beth'’s crippled son 13
BELINDA.....cceviiiiiiieiiicenenns Beth’s daughter 12
PETER ..o, Beth'’s older son 13
MARTHA ...t Beth'’s oldest daughter, she lives 16
away from home
MARY ..o another daughter 8
VIRGINIA.....coiviiiiiiiiiiienne, another 9
JOSIE MARLEY ...ccvvviviniennn. Ebenezer’'s deceased 21
business partner
POLLY POYNTER ......cccevvenenn. a woman seeking donations 14
for the poor
WINNIE WINSLOW ............... another 10
VICTORIA VASSER ............... another 14
SPIRIT OF
CHRISTMAS PAST.......... the first of three spirits 21
foretold by Marley
FANNY ..o, Ebenezer's sister, about fourteen 8
YOUNG EBENEZER............... a small boy of about six 5
MISS FEZZIWIG.........c.ccc....... Ebenezer’s first governess; kind 2
and good
SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
PRESENT .....covviiiiiiinnnns the second of three spirits 27
foretold by Marley
SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
FUTURE ...t the third of three spirits n/a
foretold by Marley
RACHEL....ccvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnenns a friend of Fran’s 12
CAROLINE.....covieiiieiiiincenenns another friend 11



TIPPER ...oviiiiiiiiicciiiceiieee, a third friend 12
(272N D] B ) TR a street waif 15
LIZZIE....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeen, another 21
SAL it another 21
(]| N PPN another 24
DORIE ..oviiiiiiiiiiiiiicicciee, another 8
LITTLE GIRL ..vvvviieiiiieiiie. a Christmas morning stroller 8

EXTRAS as STREET WAIFS, GHOSTLY GOBLINS, CAROLERS, CITIZENS,
and SHOPPERS as desired

SEQUENCE OF MUSICAL NUMBERS

MC1

MC 2
MC 2a
MC 2b
MC 2c
MC 2d
MC 2e
MC3
MC 3a
MC4

MC 4a

MC5

MCeé

MC 6a

MCé6b

MC7

Prologue—That’s Him! ......ccccoerruuercenns

Bah, Humbug!
Greensleeves

Here We Come A'Caroling ......ccee.oune
Good King Wenceslas .......umiiunnns
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen.........
Marley’s Arrival
Chains
Marley’s Departure .....csmmmessnss
One Last Christmas

.............................

The Spirit of Christmas
Present (Arrival)

Life Was Meant to Live ......ceuererennen.

God Bless Us, Everyone! ...

We Wish You A Merry Christmas
(Dance/Exit MUSIC) ueussssssssssssasesssens

The Spirit of Christmas
Future (Arrival)

He's Dead and Buried .....c.ooeveveriennnes
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Street Waifs, Shoppers,
Ebenezer

Ebenezer

Carolers

Carolers

Carolers

Carolers

Underscore

Josie Marley, Goblins
Underscore

Fanny, Ebenezer, Spirit
of Christmas Past

Underscore

Spirit Present, Ebenezer,
Chorus

Cratchit Family

Fran, Guests, Spirit
Present, Ebenezer

Underscore

Polly, Winnie, Victoria,
Citizens One, Two and
Three, Street Waifs,
Chorus

Only



MC7a
MC7b

MC8

MC8a
MC 8b

MC9
MC10

God Bless Us, Everyone! ..., Underscore

The Death of Scrooge ........ccccovvuureuneee Underscore

It’s Christmas! Ebenezer, Little Girl,
Polly, Winnie, Victoria,
Fran, Rachel, Caroline,
Tipper, Chorus

Life Was Meant to Live (Reprise) ... Ebenezer, Beth, Chorus
Epilogue—God Bless Us,

Everyone! Tiny Tim, Company
Curtain Call—Life Was Meant to Live

Exit Music—One Last Christmas
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can’t afford to make riff-raff merry. Let them go to the poorhouse!
VICTORIA: Many can’t go there, and many would rather die.

EBENEZER: If they had rather die, they had better do it and decrease
the surplus population. (Crosses toward door and gestures for the
WOMEN to leave.) Good night!

VICTORIA: Well!

WINNIE: Bless your poor, lost soul. (As the door opens and the WOMEN
move DOWN STAGE RIGHT, the CAROLERS are heard more loudly
outside the house.)

POLLY: (To CAROLERS as the WOMEN EXIT DOWN RIGHT.) You're
wasting your breath on that one!

EBENEZER: (Still standing at the front door.) Now what? Will I ever
have any peace? (MUSIC OUT.)

ALL CAROLERS: Merry Christmas, friend.
CAROLER #1: Peace and good cheer.
CAROLER#2: A season to rejoice.

CAROLER #3: And joy to last throughout the year.

CAROLERS: (MUSIC CUE 2b: “Here We Come A-Caroling” BETH moves
to door and peers around corner of door to look out at street.
EBENEZER covers his ears as they sing.)

Here we come a-caroling among the leaves so green,

Here we come a-wand'ring so fair to be seen.

(At last EBENEZER can stand it no more and scurries outside.)
Love and joy come to you,

And to you, your family, too.

And God bless you and send you a—

EBENEZER: (Shouts.) Stop it! Stop it, I say!
CAROLERS: (Sing.) Happy New Year.
EBENEZER: (Shouts.) Stop all that infernal thundering!

CAROLERS: (Sing.) And God send you a Happy New Year! (MUSIC
ouUT.)

CAROLER #4: But it’s Christmas Eve, my friend!
EBENEZER: I have no time for such nonsense!

CAROLER #1: Perhaps he would prefer a different tune. (MUSIC CUE
11
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“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen.” CAROLERS begin to EXIT DOWN
RIGHT as they sing. EBENEZER covers his ears and goes back into his
house. BETH is still watching.)

CAROLERS: (Sing as they EXIT RIGHT.)
God rest ye merry gentlemen
Let nothing you dismay.
0Ooo0. Ooo. Ooo.
0o0. Ooo. (They’re OUT. MUSIC continues faintly from OFFSTAGE
RIGHT.)

EBENEZER: (Speaks.) Mrs. Cratchit!
BETH: (Speaks. Startled.) Yes, Mr. Scrooge?

EBENEZER: (Speaks.)If you've gotten an ear full come away from that
door and bring me my slippers.

BETH: (Speaks. As she moves to hall tree to get slippers.) Sorry, sir, of
course. (MUSIC OUT.)

EBENEZER: (Sits in his chair as BETH pulls off his shoes and slips the
slippers on his feet. The CLOCK in the bedroom CHIMES. EBENEZER
checks the time against his pocket watch.) 1 regret to admit the work
day is done. (BETH immediately rises, blows out the candle at her
writing desk and puts on her hat and scarf.) I suppose you'll want the
whole day off tomorrow.

BETH: If convenient, sir.

EBENEZER: It’s not convenient. It’s not fair. If | deducted a half-crown
for it, you would think yourself ill-used. And yet you don’t think me
ill-used when I pay a day’s wage for no work.

BETH: It's only once a year. (EXITS UP RIGHT as if going into the kitchen.)

EBENEZER: (Calls after her.) Poor excuse for picking a gent’s pocket
every 25th of December.

BETH: (RE-ENTERS carrying tray with EBENEZER'S supper.) Your tray,

sir.
EBENEZER: Be here early the next day.

BETH: (Rushes out the front door.) | will, sir! (As BETH rushes outside,
EBENEZER sits nibbling on cheese and bread.)

TINY TIM: (ENTERS DOWN RIGHT and approaches BETH on the street.)
Mother! Mother!

13

End of Script Sample



44



SET DESIGN

45



We hope you've enjoyed
this script sample.

We encourage you fo read the entire script before making
your final decision.

You may order a paper preview copy or gain instant
access to the complete script online through our E-view
program. We invite you to learn more and create an
account at www.pioneerdrama.com/E-view.

Thank you for your interest in our plays and musicals. If you'd
like advice on other plays or musicals to read, our customer

service representatives are happy to assist you when you call
800.333.7262 during normal business hours.
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